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(54) SOLID-STATE IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To surely correct a defective picture 
element and to allow the device to cope with a 
electrostatic destruction and a change in defect due to 
an aging change in a video camera by correcting a 
defect based on a defective picture element detected 
by an image pickup output signal of a solid-state image 
pickup element. 

CONSTITUTION: An image pickup output signal of a 
CCD image pickup element 1 is sampled and held by a 
sample-and-hold circuit 6 t converted into a digital signal 
by an A/D converter 7 and fed to a defect correction 
circuit 2 and a defect detection circuit 3. Then a check 
picture element signal selected by a selector 3g and 
stored in one of storage elements is fed to one input 
terminal of a comparator circuit 3c comparing levels. 
Then a picture element signal stored in 8 storage 
elements around the storage element is fed to the other 
input terminal of the circuit 3c in time division and 
compared to compare the relation of magnitude. As a result, when the level of the check 
picture element signal is higher than levels of the 8 peripheral picture element signals, the 
picture element corresponding to the check picture element signal is discriminated to be a 
defective picture element. 
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